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       Scoil Mhuire Fatima Music Plan
	· Introductory Statement
This policy is a record of practice in our school re teaching and learning in the area of Music. The policy was formulated by the Staff of Scoil Mhuire Fatima National School, in accordance with the Music curriculum. This plan will form the basis for teachers’ long and short-term planning. It will also inform new or temporary teachers of the approaches and methodologies used in our school.
· Rationale

- To provide a coherent approach to the teaching of music across the whole school.

- To benefit pupils by ensuring music activities are balanced and well planned.

	· Vision
In Scoil Mhuire Fatima National School we endeavour to develop the child’s aesthetic, intellectual, emotional, creative and cultural development through engagement in positive musical experiences. Our vision is to provide equal access to develop skills, knowledge and understanding

We understand music to be:

An expressive art through which one can communicate and share sounds regardless of age, gender, race or class.
· Aims

We endorse the aims of the Primary School Curriculum for Music

· To enable the child to enjoy and understand music and to appreciate it critically

· To develop the child’s openness to, awareness of and response to a wide range of musical genres, including Irish music.
· To develop the child’s capacity to express ideas, feelings and experiences through music as an 

       individual and in collaboration with others.
· To enable the child to develop his/her musical potential and to experience the excitement and 

       satisfaction of being actively engaged in musical creativity.
· To nurture the child’s self-esteem and self-confidence through participation in musical performance.
· To foster higher-order thinking-skills and lifelong learning through the acquisition of musical

       knowledge, skills, concepts and values.
· To enhance the quality of the child’s life through aesthetic musical experience.    
Underpinning Principles

The guiding principles which inform the teaching and learning of music in our school are:

• Music is for all teachers, special needs assistants and pupils.

• Active enjoyable participation is fundamental to the music curriculum.

• The three strands of the curriculum are equally important (1) Listening and Responding, (2)

Performing and (3) Composing and can be explored over periods of time.

• Music lends itself easily to integration with other areas of the curriculum and planning for

this integration in advance allows the teacher to reinforce musical concepts in other areas of

the curriculum.

	· Curriculum Planning 

1. Strands and Strand Units
The three strands of the music curriculum are equally important:
i) Listening and responding

ii) Performing 

iii) Composing
See “Music Plan Grid” for all classes appended to this document

We have included work from each strand for each year.

Equal emphasis is given to each strand.
In the event of a multi class situation, teacher will choose to teach one class’ topic or another on a rotated basis. E.g. Junior Infants year 1, Senior Infants year 2.


	2. Approaches and Methodologies
· There is a positive musical environment in Scoil Mhuire Fatima National School that fosters participation of every child, encourages and values sharing of ideas, skills and resources.
· Music is for all teachers and all children
· Live performances are encouraged in our school, and may include:
· Christmas Concert
· School Mass
· First Confession, Communion and Confirmation
· Class Concerts
· Seachtain na Gaeilge
· Celebrations for school Achievements eg Green Flag
· Wholeschool Concert 
· Emphasis will be on active learning. Textbooks will be used as a resource for teachers and pupils will not use a workbook
· Teachers will choose the songs / pieces of music for their class, and will endeavour to ensure a balance between Irish, classical, world, modern and other music.

· Children will be exposed to a variety of musical genres within and outside school, whenever the opportunity arises.

2.1 Listening & Responding

· Children are provided with opportunities to listen and respond to music by experiencing a wide range of musical styles, traditions and cultures.
· Children are given opportunities for active listening and responding e.g. questioning, prompting suggesting, listening to short examples repeatedly.
· Children are given opportunities to respond to music in a variety of ways which may include:

· Moving 
· Talking about 
· Listening for specific instruments and/or specific features
· Drawing and painting
· Following/creating a pictorial score of music
· Writing in response to music
· Composing 
· Singing or playing along with music
· Musical games and/or action songs.

· Children are provided with opportunities to work in different groupings and to work collaboratively/co-operatively.
· Listening Materials: a broad range of materials are available in the school, including
· Tuned and un-tuned percussion instruments
· Environmental objects, such as assortments of metals, wood or fibres
· Instruments of child/children in the class 
· tin whistles and recorders
· Violins

· Guitars

· Instruments of a musician on the staff, among the parent body or in the locality
· Performance of a group, ensemble, band, choir, orchestra visiting the school or at another venue.
2.2 Performing
· In the Performing strand emphasis is on:
· Active enjoyable participation
· Development of skills, understanding, knowledge
· Fostering of children’s attitude and interests
· Development of creativity.

· Songs are taught:

· Using voice, recording, instrument, sheet music
· Teaching by ear

· Matching the vocal range of the children

· All children will acquire music literacy skills
· Violin is optional from senior infants up to 6th  and is provided by visiting music teacher.Children have the option of preparing for grade exams.
· Guitar is also taught subject to timetabling and staff availability.

· School Choir regularly performs

2.3 Composing
· Children are encouraged to improvise, discuss, evaluate and record music.
· Opportunities are provided to improvise and/or compose in a variety of contexts, which may include:
· To accompany a nursery rhyme, song, poem or story 
· To explore musical concepts/elements 
· To experiment with sound 
· To portray a character, mood or setting
· To illustrate events
· To convey an abstract concept
· To explore melody
· Children are given opportunities to compose/improvise using vocal sounds, body sounds, instruments and environmental sounds.

	3. Linkage and Integration

3.1 Linkage
The three strands of the Music Curriculum lend themselves easily to linkage. When children are engaged in the strands, Performing and Composing, they will also be listening and responding.
3.2 Integration

Music can be easily integrated to all other areas of the curriculum and creates an enjoyable learning opportunity for class pupils. Teachers will plan for integration as appropriate.


	4. Assessment and Record Keeping

Assessment in music will take the form of teacher observation, teacher designed tasks and recordings of the children’s work. Assessment will be used by teachers to inform their planning and management of learning activities. Teachers will report on the child’s progress in music at parent teacher meetings and in the annual report.

	5. Children with Different Needs

Scoil Mhuire Fatima National School strives to meet the needs of all children in the school. This will be achieved by teachers varying pace, content and methodologies to try to ensure learning and success for all children. Where possible children who have difficulty in manipulating sound sources will have help from an SNA, teacher or peer. Every effort will be made to simplify the terminology and language, so that children without fluent English/Irish may participate. If a teacher notices that a child displays a particular ability in Music, they may encourage parents to pursue out of school music lessons, circumstances permitting. Children who play musical instruments may be encouraged to play for their classmates, so that the other children will have opportunities to listen and respond to live music.



	6. Equality of Participation and Access

All the children in our school will participate in all aspects of the music curriculum. Boys and girls are provided with equal opportunities


	· Organisational Planning

7. Timetable

All classes will have a minimum of one hour per week of Music. This time allocation may be broken down at the discretion of the individual teacher. In the junior classes, time allotted may be of shorter duration on a more frequent basis, while senior classes may divide the hour into longer time spans. Teachers may also choose to block times for music.

	8. Resources and ICT

8.1 Instruments

The following instruments are stored between the Resource room at the back of the hall and in circulation areas.
· Set of Recorders
· Electronic keyboard

· Performance percussion set
· 10 violins on the trolley

· Childrens violins -2 in 5th and 6th
                                   - 2 in 4th class

                             - 8 in 3rd class

                             - 9 in 2nd class

                              -9 in 1st class

                              - 10 in Senior Infants

· 14 Guitars

· Music Box in Infant Room
8.2 Books and CDs

The following resources are available in the school:

Upbeat pupil work books- junior and senior infants

The Right Note 1st/2nd/3rd/4th
TG Lurgan-third class

Waltons New Treasury of Irish songs and Ballads

Singing made easy Bernadette Murray Ryan volume 1

Three Singing Pigs – Book

Three Tapping Teddies – Book

Three Rapping Rats – Book
Musical instruments
8.3 ICT 

Each classroom is equipped with an IWB, which incorporates superb speakers. Teachers may use these to play CDs or to access useful sites to support the music programme, such as

· www.pcsp.ie
· www.vanbasco.com
· www.teachnet.ie
The use of the internet will be governed by the schools Acceptable Use Policy. 


	9. Health and Safety

· consideration is given to the following when planning for music:

· Hidden dangers if children are moving around the classroom
· Storage facilities
· Access to, and transport of, equipment/instruments
· Appropriate volume levels when using audio equipment and instruments.


	10. Individual Teachers’ Planning and Reporting

Yearly and short-term plans should be based on the approaches and methodologies set out in this school plan. Work covered will be outlined in the cúntas míosúil.


	11. Staff Development

Teachers are normally made aware of opportunities to attend music courses and training. Skills and expertise within staff will be shared both at staff meetings and informally.


	12. Parental Involvement

Parents are encouraged to support the school’s music programme. Parents with particular            talent may be invited to speak to / perform for classes as appropriate. Parents are invited to most musical performances e.g. religious ceremonies, school concert etc.

Parents are also offered the opportunity to learn violin in the school and perform alongside the children.


	13. Community Links

Members of the community may be invited to support the schools music programme as appropriate. Children may be brought to listen to and appreciate music in the hall for the School concert and other performances as they arise.
The children are encouraged to be part of the local folk choir.

Violin students are encouraged to join the Orpheus Youth Orchestra, Laois School of Music.

All students are made aware of the extracurricular opportunities made available by Laois School of Music. 

Any out of school achievements eg. Feis Cheoil are noted within the school.


	· Success Criteria

Our music plan will have made a difference to the teaching and learning of music in our school if :
· Children have a positive attitude and appreciation of music
· Children engage in listening and responding, performing and composing music
· Children sing songs appropriate to their vocal range from a wide variety of genres and cultures 
· Children experience a variety of ways of recording music which may include graphic, pictorial, ICT and traditional music notation
· Children improvise and create music using a variety of sound sources
· Children talk about, evaluate and record their work


	

	· Review

We as staff of Scoil Mhuire Fatima National School will aim to review this plan on a regular basis to ensure optimum implementation of the Music curriculum in the school.

(a) Roles and Responsibilities:

      The plan will be monitored by all members of staff under the guide of the principal and Board of Management.
The Board of management ratified this plan on________________________________.
      (b)Timeframe:
       This policy will be reviewed when deemed necessary. 

	· Ratification and Communication

(a) Ratification: 

This plan was presented to all staff members and was ratified on 25th of March 2015 during Croke Park hours.
(b) Communication: 

Parents may view or obtain a copy of our Music plan in the school office.
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