Scoil Mhuire Fatima
Whole School Plan

Geography

	Whole School Plan For Geography

Scoil Mhuire Fatima

The teaching staff have had input into the plan. They are familiar with the completed plan and it will form the basis for their own long and short-term planning. It will also inform new or temporary teachers of the approaches and methodologies used in the school. A copy of the plan is available to each teacher to guide her/his individual planning



	· Introductory Statement and Rationale

(a) Introductory Statement

This document is a statement of the aims and objectives, principles and strategies for teaching and learning of Geography at Scoil Mhuire Fatima.  The plan was formulated using a collaborative process involving the whole school staff.
(b) Rationale

Geography is the study of the earth, its inhabitants and the relationships between them in the context of place, space, and the environment.

Geography has always been concerned with the inter-relationship of humans and the earth. Initially, geographers concentrated on how the natural and physical environment influenced people’s lives. In modern times geographers tend to study the influences – good or bad- that human activities have on the planet. So the interdependence of the human race and the environment is a very important theme in geography. Thus an activity-based and broadly balanced geography curriculum can make an important contribution to our children’s education.

Geography –

· answers the child’s need to explore and understand the world around him

· equips the child with a range of skills and concepts enabling him to explore and record natural and human features

· helps the child to develop a sense of his own place and contributes to the child’s self-identity

· fosters the child’s sense of local, national, European, and global citizenship

· develops and empathy with and an appreciation of peoples from a variety of cultural backgrounds

· develops a sense of individual and community responsibility for the environment

Finally it should be noted that geography has a distinct but complementary role with science and history within SESE.



	· Vision and Aims

(a) Vision

To promote the active involvement of our children in a learning process that is imaginative and stimulating and to enable our children to meet, with self-confidence and assurance, the demands of life, both now and in the future.  
(b) Aims

Scoil Mhuire Fatima hopes that each child through the Geography programme will be enabled:
· to develop knowledge and understanding of local, regional and wider environments and their interrelationships
· to encourage an understanding and appreciation of the variety of natural and human conditions on the Earth

· to develop empathy with people from diverse environments and an understanding of human interdependence

· to develop the ability to use a range of communicative methods, especially those concerned with the development of graphicacy 

· to develop a sense of place and spatial awareness

· to develop caring attitudes and responsible behaviour towards the environment, and involvement in the identification, discussion, resolution and avoidance of environmental problems

· to develop an understanding of appropriate geographical concepts



	The Geography plan will be addressed under the following headings:

Curriculum Planning:

1. Strands and strand units 

2. Skills development

3. Children’s ideas

4. Approaches and methodologies  

5. Linkage and integration

6. Assessment and record keeping

7. Children with different needs

8. Equality of participation and access

Organisational Planning:

9. Timetable

10. Resources and ICT

11. Health and safety

12. Individual teachers’ planning and reporting

13. Staff development

14. Parental involvement

15. Community links


	· Curriculum Planning 

1. Strands and Strand Units

The curriculum is divided in to four levels—infant classes, first and second classes, third and fourth classes, and fifth and sixth classes—and is divided into three strands: Human Environments, Natural Environments and Environmental Awareness and Care. Each of these strands is further subdivided into a number of strand units or topic areas that contain particular objectives.
Scoil Mhuire Fatima will teach aspects of all three major strand units each year and strand units will be chosen in such a way that the child will receive a comprehensive programme in geography. 
Geography Curriculum

Strands and Strand Units

Human Environment

Natural Environment

Environmental Awareness and Care

Junior and Senior Infants

· Living in the local community

· The local Natural Environment
· Weather
· Planet Earth in Space
· Caring for my locality
First and Second Classes

· Living in the local community

· People and Places in Other areas
· The local Natural Environment
· Weather
· Planet Earth in Space
· Caring for my locality
Third and Fourth Classes

· People living and working in the local area
· People living and working in a contrasting part of Ireland
· People and Other lands
· The local Natural Environment
· Land, rivers and seas of my county
· Rocks and Soils
· Weather, Climate and atmosphere
· Planet Earth in Space
· Environmental Awareness

· Caring for the Environment
Fifth and Sixth Classes

· People living and working in the local area
· People living and working in a contrasting part of Ireland
· People and Other lands
· County, regional and national centres
· Trade and Development issues
· The local Natural Environment
· Land, rivers and seas of Ireland
· Physical features of Europe and the World
· Rocks and soil
· Weather, Climate and atmosphere
· Planet Earth in Space
· Environmental Awareness

· Caring for the Environment


	2. Skills Development

In order to ensure that there is a balance between skills development and acquisition of knowledge throughout the programme, geographical topics are introduced and discussed with increasing levels of detail in each class. For example, discussion and pictorial recording of pollution with infant classes will provide an excellent foundation for more serious and detailed discussions in subsequent years.

The strategies used by each class teacher to develop the child’s skills and concept development come under three headings;

· A Sense of Place and Space

· Maps, Globes, and Geographical Skills

· Geographical Investigation Skills

· A Sense of Place and Space
Explore distinctive human and natural features of locality/county/ Ireland 

Development an awareness of people in other areas
Record journeys in the immediate and wider environment  

Use of cardinal points- measure distances 
Develop an awareness of major physical features of Europe and the World  

· Maps, Globes, and Graphical Skills

· Using pictures, globes, maps and models in a practical way
· Use simple drawing of areas- immediate and wider environment    

· Record routes and directions     

· Make model buildings    

· Develop and awareness of the globe    

· Explore plans and outlines 

· Develop aerial perspective 

· Use a wide variety of maps, globes, aerial photos and other images    

· Geographical Investigation Skills

· Questioning

· Observing

· Predicting

· Investigating and Experimenting

· Estimating and Measuring

· Analysing

· Recording and Communicating

· Evaluating



	3. Children’s ideas

We use the children’s ideas of place and space as a starting point for all geography activities.  We will do this to build on their previous knowledge and to challenge misconceptions.   

We find out what children already know by:  

• Talk and discussion 

• Questioning  

• Problem-solving tasks 

• Before and after drawings 
• KWL Charts 

• Concept maps/Brainstorming



	4. Approaches and Methodologies

The key methodologies  of the Primary Curriculum used as part of the geography programme are as follows:

· Active learning

· Problem solving

· Developing skills through content

· Talk and discussion

· Co-operative learning

· Use of the environment

Teachers follow the recommended sequence for geography – starting at local level, then moving on to regional, national, European, and global, before finally reflecting back on their own location.

Place is central to geography. When children are engaged in the exploration of the locality they should be encouraged to 

· Discover where places and features are located

· Study distribution patterns and look for order and reason in them

· Identify links and lines of communication

· Search for causes, relationships, and changes that occur

· Photographs, internet, e-mail, exploratory trails and interviews help greatly to stimulate the pupil’s interest.

The children should have the opportunity to visit and explore the local environment. Geographical fieldwork is vital for a number of reasons. 

· It stimulates children’s interest in the environment

· It enables the child to come to know the locality in which he lives, and to develop a sense of what is distinctive about his place.

· Fieldwork encourages a questioning, critical approach to geography. Children are stimulated to ask questions, to recognise and investigate patterns, and so develop critical thinking skills.

· It provides real situations in which geographical skills are seen to be necessary and relevant

· Geographical fieldwork fosters the critical foundation on which a sense of care of the environment is based

· It involves group work which encourages the development of many of the social skills outlined in the SPHE programme

· It provides children with a basis from which they can begin to compare and contrast the features of other environments in Ireland and other parts of the world

· Geographical fieldwork can be used to integrate many elements of the primary curriculum, including history, science, language, and mathematics with geography

Learning in the environment is exciting and rewarding for both teacher and pupils. Successful fieldwork can add greatly to a pupil’s knowledge and appreciation of his local area and further afield. 

Good preparation is very important and teachers should note the following guidelines

· Explore and get to know the environment thoroughly

· Identify and note potential hazards

· Consult

· Principal

· Board of management

· Policy on out-of-classroom activities and safety statement

· Other teachers

· Prepare the pupils

· Inform parents, obtain parental consent

· Organise what the teacher and pupils should bring

· Ensure adequate supervision

· Complete follow-up work

· Evaluate the learning experience
The approaches and methodologies used to investigate human environments are: 

· Observing and sketching features in the environment

· Interviewing people e.g.,

· How people travel

· The disposal of waste

· Conservation of heat

· Conducting an environmental appraisal

· Note pleasant and unpleasant aspects of our immediate environment

· Plotting Routes

· Local routes for younger classes, more distant routes for senior classes

·  Surveys
· Counting and analysing the types of vehicles travelling through an area

· Planning, carrying out, and evaluating experiments in the external environment and in the classroom

· Noise levels

· Air pollution

· Water cleanliness
Useful techniques for exploring the natural environment:
· Recognising and examining features in photos

· Using simulations and models

· Observing and sketching features in the environment

· Conducting experiments and investigations

· Keeping a wildlife garden. E.g. flower patch, vegetable patch, bird table
· Nature corner in the classroom

· We are an active participator in the environmental education programme known as the Green Schools. Through our commitment to this programme we seek to promote environmental awareness among our staff, students and local community. We have representatives from junior infants to sixth class who form a group known as the ‘The Green Schools Committee.’ This group, though its teamwork brings environmental issues to the attention of our school. The group is directed by our teacher Ms. A. Booth. As a school we have achieved our _____ green flag in 2015, which was awarded for our commitment to energy conservation.


	5. Linkage and Integration 

Geography is a subject that can be integrated with other subjects quite easily.

Teachers are encouraged to link elements of the strands and strand units in their teaching.

Examples of Integration and Linkage include:

Gaeilge: Téama: An Aimsir 

              Léarscáil a tharraingt as Gaeilge

English:  Stories from other countries

               Recording information on factsheets 

Maths:    Measuring distances on maps.

               Making data graphs

History:  Historical background of a country.

Science:  Designing experiments to carry out on fieldwork studies
Art:         Artists and their work from other countries.

               Geographical themes may give stimulus for art work

Music:     Composers, songs and instruments from other countries.

Drama:   Stories of travel and exploration

              Role play and conscience alley as a method of exploring geographical concepts 

SPHE:    Myself and My Family
              Myself and the Wider World 

PE:         Folk dances
              Sports from other countries 
              Orienteering 



	6. Assessment and Record Keeping 

Assessment is a central part of the everyday learning and teaching process in Geography. It can provide valuable information on the child’s progress and on the effectiveness and suitability of the programme and the teaching methods being used. Both formal and informal assessment can be deployed in implementing the Geography programme. 

Scoil Mhuire Fatima  uses the following recommended informal tools for assessment in Geography:

Teacher observation: Teacher observation is a particularly suitable and effective technique for assessing this area of the curriculum (curriculum statement p72)

Teacher observation might focus on

• the ability of the child to co-operate and work in groups or to work

independently

• the informal interactions between the child and adults and between

the child and other children

• the quality of presentation of work

• particular interests or aptitudes displayed by the child

• the participation and interest of the child in a variety of activities

• the level of personal or social responsibility exhibited by the child

• the reliability of the child in carrying out established routines

• the perseverance of the child in carrying out a task

• the child’s awareness of the difficulties of others and his

willingness to help

• the questions the child asks and the responses the child makes to

questions and suggestions made by the teacher

• various behaviours, for example shyness, leadership ability, level of self confidence,

the tendency to be anxious, sense of fair play,

assertiveness, aggression, readiness to take risks and meet challenges

• physical and emotional maturity

• the ability of the child to engage in assessing his/her progress and

reflecting on his learning.

Scoil Mhuire Fatima uses the following recommended formal tools for assessment in Geography:

· Teacher-designed tasks

· Portfolios and projects
· Homework tasks
The information gained from the assessments informs parent/teacher meetings, annual school reports and class planning.  

School reports are sent to parents annually.

Teachers share information with parents through parent/teacher meetings and copies are 

report cards.


	7. Children with Different Needs 

Scoil Mhuire Fatima caters for children with emotional and behavioural difficulties, children with physical difficulties, children with learning difficulties, and those with exceptional ability.

· Children with physical difficulties should be seated appropriately in class so that they can take a full part in classroom activities. If and when the need arises classes are organised and activities are adapted to include children who may have physical disabilities.
· A common lesson content can be used with all pupils, but different groups will work on tasks of varying complexities.

· Topics appropriate to their ability will be planned for the more able/ less able.

· Oral questioning by teacher should range from relatively simple to more challenging.

· Communication skills can vary. Children may record their work by writing, drawing, model-building, computer-aided work, etc. 


	8. Equality of Participation and Access

Scoil Mhuire Fatima recognises and values diversity, and believes all children are entitled to access the services, facilities, or amenities that are available in the school environment. The geography programme in our school celebrates difference as well as promoting cultural awareness. When opportunities present, the geography class is used as an opportunity to integrate the culture of all pupils.


	· Organisational Planning

9. Timetable

· Time allocated at each class level for geography is in keeping with DES Curriculum guidelines (Ref.  Primary School Curriculum Introduction (p. 70) where three hours per week is referred to as the minimum time allotted for SESE, with 2 hours and 15 minutes for infant classes). 

· Timetabling approaches vary.  They include time-blocks for SESE (e.g. using a cross curricular approach, using three hours for history one week, three hours for geography the following week and three hours for science the week after) and the occasional use of discretionary curriculum time for SESE  
HOMEWORK:

Homework in geography can either be formal, informal or a combination of both. The prescribed geography homework will reflect the active learning approach and will reinforce information already taught during class through relevant worksheets, text book or workbook exercises. It may also require pupil to undertake some research e.g. looking and observing at maps, looking at weather forecast or other programme of interest.


	10.  ICT and Resources

(a) ICT

Computers and other items of information and communication technologies enrich the teaching and learning of geography considerably.  The following are among some of the ways in which they may be used:
Increasingly, reference books are available in CD-ROM form rather than in conventional paper-based dictionaries and encyclopaedias.  Entries on CD-ROMs may include information in text, in pictures and in sound and video images.  These visual and sound elements add greatly to the attractiveness of this type of reference work and can enhance children’s understanding of the textual information. 
In our school there is a comprehensive stock of software currently available to support the Geography curriculum. The software is listed in age/class appropriate groups. All of this is stored in our ICT trolley which is accessible to all school staff. Staff are encouraged to research new software and if recommended and demonstrated this software is then purchased.

The internet has the potential to provide access from the classroom to educational resources within Ireland or from all over the world. A great variety of source materials, information, images, and computer software can be accessed rapidly. It is possible to facilitate individual or group projects, collaboration and idea sharing between geographically dispersed students, teachers and schools.

The intuitive nature of Internet software can greatly assist in integrating students with disabilities into on-line activities also. We have hardware in the school which can be used by children with disabilities.

There is a code of practice to ensure safe Internet usage. We wish the children to use the internet safely for research of all subject areas. 
(b) DVD/Video

Scoil Mhuire Fatima has a collection of videos and DVD’s which can be used as an aid in implementing the geography curriculum. Teachers may also have their own personal stockpiles which can be shared among class levels. DVD’s and videos need to be age appropriate in accordance with the usage policy. Certain DVD’s and videos should be only viewed in particular classes to avoid duplication. Teachers are encouraged to view and recommend geographical videos and DVD’s to purchase. 
(c) Maps and Globes

I. Countries and Regions: Scoil Mhuire Fatima uses a number of maps (physical and political) of Ireland, Europe and the World. There is also a large collection of maps of individual countries and regions. Teachers may request more specialised maps from the Intercultural Dept.

(d) Posters

There are a large number of geographical posters available as a resource in implementing the geography curriculum. These include rocks and fossils, geographical terms, weather charts etc.

Teachers may also have their own personal stockpiles which can be shared among class groups.

(e) Photographs

Scoil Mhuire Fatima possesses a large number of photographs of a number of different towns and regions including Timahoe. There is a collection of old along with modern photos of the town.

These are divided in to different themes e.g. natural environment, transport etc.

(f) Weather Instruments

Rain gauge, thermometer, compass, anemometer

(g) Other 

Various types of rocks, collection of shells



	11. Health and Safety

To ensure the health and safety of children and adults, thorough preparation is vital. If we invite parents to help in the supervision of field trips they should be fully briefed on all aspects of the outing. Note the following advice for working in the environment:

· Information on the latest weather forecast

· A list of all participants in the fieldwork

· Parental consent forms for each pupil on which medical details and parental contact numbers are recorded

· Telephone numbers of local doctors, hospitals, Gardaí, rescue services. 

· Cash and mobile phone for making calls

· First aid kit

· List of all helpers and groups assigned to them

· A detailed programme of activities which indicates  where each group should be and what its members should be doing at all times

· Maps of the area, check-lists of pupils’ names and safety instructions for helpers

· Waterproof clothing and appropriate footwear

· Lunch and drink

· Some children may require access to medication and, depending on school policy, this may be held by the teacher
Issues pertaining to health and safety (e.g. fieldtrips, handling equipment etc.) are informed and guided by the school’s health and safety policy    


	12. Individual Teachers’ Planning and Reporting

Teachers consult this school plan and the curriculum documents before drawing up their own school plans, which are designed as follows –

(a) Fortnightly or monthly schemes

(b) Yearly scheme

(c) Cúntas Míosiúl 

(These will be reflected on at the end of the school year as an aid to the effectiveness of school plan).



	13. Staff Development:

Teachers have access to reference books, resource materials, and websites dealing with geography.  

• School personnel are encouraged and enabled to research new approaches and methodologies and to arrange for opportunities to try out resources on a pilot basis and assess whether or not they should be purchased 

• When appropriate geography courses are available teachers are encouraged to attend 

• Teachers are encouraged to share the expertise acquired at these courses at staff meetings 

• Time is allocated at staff meetings to discuss aspects of the geography curriculum 

• Teachers can avail of internal and/or external expertise to inform and upskill the school community in these areas  


	14. Parental Involvement

Parents are the primary educators of their children. As such, they have a very important role in their child’s education. They can be involved in many ways in supporting our Geography Plan.

· Helping to supervise field trips, tours, and environmental trails

· Donating artefacts – household and farming equipment

· Sending in photographs from Irish locations, and abroad

· Helping their child with homework and research

· Helping their child to make and set-up equipment at home, e.g. Home-made rain gauges, anemometer, thermometer, barometer. Designing costumes out of recyclable materials etc.
· Occasional visits by parents or grandparents to share their own life experiences – schooldays, food, clothes, transport, travel, way of life…etc



	15. Community Links

· People in the local community who have an interest and knowledge in the locality may be invited in to speak with the children.  
· Children are made aware of important local landmarks and locales: Parish, Tower and Church, The River, Road links, etc.   
· Children will be brought on visits to different places of local interest as they progress through the school. Trips to museums, sites, galleries and interpretive centres will from part of our programme

· We will welcome speakers from national agencies to our community. These speakers will help to promote aspects of the geography curriculum. 


	· Success Criteria

The success of this plan will depend on the following:

(i)  Teachers continued use of while school Geography plan as a 

          primary resource to aid short and long term planning.

(ii) Procedures outlined in being consistently followed.

(iii) Feedback from teachers/parents/pupils regarding aspects of the plan 

(iv) Feedback from inspectorate

(v) Feedback from post primary schools



	· Implementation

(a) Roles and Responsibilities

The Geography coordinator will monitor the progress of the plan. He/she will encourage and accept feedback on its implementation and will report its findings to the staff and the Principal.
(b) Timeframe

This plan is currently being implemented. 


	· Review

(a) Roles and Responsibilities

The plan will be monitored by all members of staff under the guidance of the Principal & Board of Management.
(b) Timeframe



	· Ratification and Communication

This plan was presented by Geography co-ordinator Éamonn Murphy for ratification and was ratified on 29/4/2015 during Croke Park.  


The Board of Management; ratified this plan on; ________________
Signed: ________________________ (Chairperson) 
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