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Visual Arts

Introductory Statement and Rationale

Introductory Statement

This visual arts plan has been drawn up by staff of Scoil Mhuire Fatima Primary School. This plan is for the information of staff, parents, the Board of Management, Department of Education and Science and other interested parties in the school community.
Rationale

· To record our good practice in the visual arts

· This plan conforms to the principles of the curriculum statements

· To provide a guideline for teachers in their provision of all strands of the visual arts
Vision

Scoil Mhuire Fatima is committed to the holistic development of the child.  This plan emphasises the uniqueness of each child in our school, the importance of developing each child’s unique talents. We strive to enhance each child’s self-esteem though nurturing their creativity and imagination by exposing them to all aspects of the visual arts curriculum.
Aims:
We endorse the aims of the Primary School Curriculum for Visual Arts

· To help develop sensitivity to the visual, spatial and tactile world, and to provide for aesthetic experience

· To help the child express ideas, feelings and experiences in visual and tactile forms

· To enable the child to have enjoyable and purposeful experiences of different art media and to have opportunities to explore, experiment, imagine, design and communicate with different art materials

· To promote the child’s understanding of and personal response to creative processes involved in making two and three-dimensional art

· To enable the child to develop the skills and techniques necessary for expression, inventiveness and individuality

· To enable the child to experience the excitement and fulfilment of creativity and the achievement of potential through art activities

· To foster sensitivity towards and enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts

· To provide opportunities for the child to explore how the work of artists and craftspeople might relate to his/her work
Broad Objectives:
When due account is taken of intrinsic abilities and varying circumstances, the visual arts curriculum in Scoil Mhuire Fatima should enable the child to

·  look at, enjoy and make a personal response to a range of familiar and unfamiliar objects and images in the environment, focusing on their visual attributes

·  explore and begin to develop sensitivity to qualities of line, shape, colour and tone, texture, pattern and rhythm, spatial organisation and the three-dimensional quality of form

·  express ideas, feelings and experiences in visual form and with imagination, enjoyment and a sense of fulfilment

·  experiment in spontaneous, imaginative and increasingly structured ways with a range of art materials, including pencils, paints, crayons, chalks, markers, inks, clay, papier mâché, fabric and fibre, and construction materials

·  explore the expressive and design possibilities of the materials within a range of two and three-dimensional media, including drawing, paint and colour, print, clay, construction, fabric and fibre

· apply skills and techniques, demonstrating increasing sensitivity to the visual elements in his/her art work

·  look with curiosity and openness at the work of a wide range of artists and craftspeople

· explore atmosphere, content and impact in the work of artists, especially when they relate to his/her own work

· identify a variety of visual arts media and describe some of the creative processes involved

· develop an ability to identify and discuss what he/she considers the most important design elements of individual pieces, especially when they relate to work in hand
· discuss the preferred design elements in his/her work and in the work of classmates

·  begin to appreciate the context in which great art and artefacts are created and the culture from which they grow

· respond to visual arts experiences in a variety of imaginative ways
·  use appropriate language in responding to visual arts experiences.
Overview of the Visual Arts Curriculum in Scoil Mhuire Fatima:
The visual Arts Curriculum is a broad based and balanced programme for each of the four levels – Infants, 1st and 2nd, 3rd and 4th and 5th and 6th. 

Each level has six strands, organised to ensure a balance between making art and looking and responding to art.

Strands and Strand Units
	Strand
	Strand Unit

	1. Drawing
	· Making drawings

· Looking and Responding

	2. Paint and Colour
	· Painting

· Looking and Responding

	3. Print
	· Making Prints

· Looking and Responding

	4. Clay
	· Developing form in clay

· Looking and Responding

	5. Construction 
	· Making constructions

· Looking and Responding

	6. Fabric and Fibre
	· Creating in fabric and fibre

· Looking and Responding


	Junior and Senior Infants

	Strands
	The child should be enabled to:

	Drawing
	· Experiment with the marks that can be made with different 

           drawing instruments on a range of surfaces.

· Make drawings based on vividly recalled feelings, real and imaginative experiences and stories.

· Discover and draw lines and shape as seen in natural and manufactured objects and discover that lines can make shapes.

· Explore the relationship between how things feel and how they look.

	Paint and Colour


	· Experiment with a variety of colour drawing instruments and media to develop colour awareness.

· Use colour to express vividly recalled feelings, experiences and imaginings.

· Discover colour in the visual environment to help develop

            sensitivity to colour.

· Discover colour, pattern and rhythm in colourful objects.

· Discover the relationship between how things feel and how they look.

	Print

	· Experiment with the effects that can be achieved with simple print-making.

· Use a variety of print-making techniques making a variety of relief prints.

	Fabric and Fibre
	· Explore the possibilities of fabric and fibre as media for imaginative expression.

· Make simple collages.

	Clay
	· Explore and discover the possibilities of clay as a medium for imaginative expression.

· Make a clay form and manipulate it with fingers to suggest a subject.

	Construction
	· Explore and experiment with the properties and characteristics of materials in making structures.

· Make imaginative structures.


	First and Second Classes

	Strands
	The child should be enabled to:

	Drawing
	· Experiment with the marks, lines, shapes, textures, patterns and tones that can be made with different drawing instruments on a range of surfaces.

· Make drawings based on his/her personal or imaginative life with a growing sense of spatial awareness.

· Explore shape as seen in natural and manufactured objects and become aware of the shape of shadows cast by objects.

· Draw from observation.

	Paint and Colour


	· Explore colour with a variety of materials and media.

· Use colour expressively to interpret themes based on his/her personal or imaginative life.

· Paint objects chosen for their colour possibilities.

· Discover colour in the visual environment and become sensitive to tonal variations between light and dark and to variations in pure colour.

·  Discover harmony and contrast in natural and manufactured objects and through themes chosen for their colour possibilities.

· Discover colour, pattern and rhythm in natural and manufactured objects and interpret them in his/her work.

· Explore the relationship between how things feel and how they look.

	Print

	· Experiment with the effects that can be achieved with simple print-making techniques.

· Use a variety of print-making techniques to make theme based or non- representational prints.

	Fabric and Fibre
	· Explore and discover the possibilities of fabric and fibre as media for imaginative expression.

· Make small inventive pieces with fabric and fibre.

· Invent a costume.

	Clay
	· Explore and discover the possibilities of clay as a medium for imaginative expression.

· Change the form of a small ball of clay using the medium expressively.

· Work inventively with cubes or oblong blocks of clay and add details to suggest a solid structure.

· Make simple pottery.

· Experiment with and develop line, shape texture and pattern in clay.

	Construction
	· Explore and experiment with the properties and characteristics of materials in making structures.

· Make imaginative structures.


	Third and Fourth Classes

	Strands
	The child should be enabled to:

	Drawing
	· Experiment with the marks, lines, shapes, textures, patterns and tones that can be made with different drawing instruments on a range of surfaces.

· Make drawings from recalled experiences, emphasising pattern, detail, context and location.

· Express his/her imaginative life and interpret imaginative themes using inventive pattern and detail.

· Draw from observation.

	Paint and Colour


	· Explore colour with a variety of materials and media.

· Make paintings based on recalled feelings and experiences, exploring the spatial effects of colour and tone, using overlapping, and with some consideration of scale.

· Express his/her imaginative life and interpret imaginative themes using colour expressively.

· Discover colour in the visual environment and become sensitive to colour differences and tonal variations through colour mixing.

· Discover harmony and contrast in natural and manufactured objects and through themes chosen for their colour possibilities.

· Discover pattern and rhythm in natural and manufactured objects and use them purposefully in his/her work.

· Explore the relationship between how things feel and how they look.

	Print


	· Experiment with a widening range of printmaking techniques.

· Use a widening range of print-making techniques to make theme-based or nonrepresentational prints.

· Make prints for functional uses.

· Use a computer art program to create original images that are not dependent on clip art.

	Fabric and Fibre
	· Explore and discover the possibilities of fabric and fibre as media for imaginative expression.

· Make small inventive pieces in fabric and fibre.

· Make soft toys, emphasising individuality and variety.

	Clay
	· Explore and discover the possibilities of clay as a medium for imaginative expression.

· Make simple clay pots.

· Make sturdy figures in clay using the medium expressively and with imaginative detail.

· Work inventively and expressively with cubes or oblong blocks of clay.

· Develop line, shape, texture and pattern in clay.

· Work inventively and expressively with papier mâche.

	Construction
	· Explore and experiment with the properties and characteristics of materials in making structures.

· Make drawings from observation to analyse the structures of buildings and the natural environment.

· Make imaginative structures.


	Fifth and Sixth Classes

	Strands
	The child should be enabled to:

	Drawing
	· Experiment with the marks, lines, shapes, textures, patterns and tones that can be made with different drawing instruments on a range of surfaces, demonstrating increasing sensitivity and control.

· Discover how line could convey movement and rhythm.

· Make drawings based on themes reflecting broadening interests, experiences and feelings.

· Draw imaginative themes using inventive pattern and detail.

· Draw from observation.

	Paint and Colour


	· Explore colour with a variety of colour drawing instruments, media and techniques.

· Make paintings based on recalled feelings and experiences, and discover ways of achieving spatial effects.

· Express his/her imaginative life and interpret imaginative themes using colour expressively

· Paint from observation.

· Become sensitive to increasingly subtle colour differences and tonal variations in natural and manmade objects.

· Discover harmony and contrast in natural and manufactured objects and through themes chosen for their colour possibilities.

· Discover pattern and rhythm in natural and manufactured objects.

· Explore the relationship between how things feel and how they look.

	Print


	· Experiment with more complex print-making techniques.

· Use more complex print-making techniques to make theme based or non-representational prints.

· Make prints for functional uses.

· Use a computer art program to create original images that are not dependent on clip art.

	Fabric and Fibre
	· Explore and discover the possibilities of fabric and fibre as media for imaginative expression.

· Make small inventive pieces in fabric and fibre.

· Make simple character toys.

· Design and make a costume.

	Clay
	· Explore and discover the possibilities of clay as a medium for imaginative expression.

· Use clay to analyse and interpret form from observation.

· Explore some of the essential characteristics of 3-D work.

· Make simple pottery and sculpture.

· Experiment with and develop line, shape, texture and pattern in low relief.

· Work inventively and expressively with papier mache.

· Make an imaginative slab built structure.

	Construction
	· Explore and experiment with the properties and characteristics of materials in making structures.

· Make drawings from observation to analyse form and structure.

· Make imaginative structures


Approaches and Methodologies
 A variety of approaches and methodologies will be used to incorporate ways of working from experience, imagination and observation, building on children’s natural curiosity.
The following will be used as starting points for art activities;
• Children’s experience and imagination

• Materials and tools

• Working from observation and curiosity

• Work of artists and craftspeople
Lesson Format

Each lesson generally follows the following format:

1. Stimulus: Introduction
 Children are provided with a stimulus to motivate them to participate in the art lesson

2. Activity: Making and Doing
3. Evaluation: Responding to Art
The emphasis is on the art process along with the finished product. Children are encouraged and taught to respond constructively to their own personal work, the work of their peers and others. Children display their work and may present their work to other classes.

 

Children are given opportunities to develop the qualities of line, shape, form, pattern and rhythm, colour and tone, texture and spatial organisation.

Teachers use a variety of approaches – whole class work, individual work, pairs, groups and project work.
Linkage and Integration

As stated in the Art Curriculum Guidelines, “integrated learning is an important aspect of primary education”.  Well planned, integrated topics provide a variety of contexts for developing concepts and skills and are added opportunities for creativity and inventiveness.  The staff of Scoil Mhuire Fatima will make every effort to integrate the teaching of Visual Arts with other subjects in the curriculum. There are also many opportunities for linking strand and strand units within the Visual Arts curriculum. This can also be developed with a thematic approach. 
Assessment and Record Keeping
The primary form of assessment in our school is teacher observation where the teacher notes the quality of imagination, inventiveness and involvement of the child. The child’s ability to use materials and tools, the child’s contribution to group activities and the quality of his/her responses to artwork can be observed and recorded. Use will also be made of teacher-designed tasks to assess areas of development. Projects and work samples will also be used to look at the progress of skills development and as a record of achievement. 
The information gained from the assessments is used by the class teacher to inform future planning and to assess the development of the children. This information is shared with parents at parent-teacher meetings and end of year reports and throughout the year through art displays on corridor and in the halla etc. 
Children with Different Needs 

In relation to the visual arts education programme, activities and guidelines can be adapted to suit children with special needs. Differentiation will occur in art lessons according to the needs of the children in the class and activities chosen by the teachers will be appropriate to the child’s ability and age. Differentiation in terms of resource (eg. a larger paint brush), or teaching methodology (eg. steps in process presented visually as well as aurally), or outcome will be employed by the teacher as necessary. The visual arts programme should provide opportunities for all children to experience success. Particular support will be given to children with special needs where discovery and experimentation in visual arts can be very rewarding and may lead to the development of other skills and talents. Children who display a particular ability in the area of visual arts will be encouraged to develop this talent further. Children will be encouraged to avail of opportunities to engage with visual arts, e.g. to enter competitions and to display artistic work in classrooms and throughout the school building.

 Language
Children are enabled to develop a visual vocabulary for looking at and critiquing the visual arts through teaching them and encouraging them to use terms such as shade, form, tint, tone etc. and these are used regularly during class.
Equality of Participation and Access

Scoil Mhuire Fatima is an inclusive school. In line with our inclusive policy, all children, regardless of cultural or ethnic background or socio-economic background, shall have access to the visual arts. Teachers will take into consideration children of different faiths and none when planning art activities for religious events, e.g. Christmas, Easter. 
Timetable
Classes are allotted one hour per week for Visual Arts (50 minutes for Junior classes) as in accordance with the primary school curriculum guidelines for Visual Arts. Each teacher will be responsible for the timetabling and organisation of the visual arts programme in their own classroom. Infant classes are implementing the Aistear within their classrooms and therefore “junk art” is organised as part of the programme. 
This time allocation may be broken down at the discretion of the teacher.  At certain times of the year teachers may decide to “block time” to work on bigger projects. Teachers are free to schedule art lessons on any day, and may decide to split the hour throughout the week. There is discretionary time available each week. Teachers can occasionally make use of this time to support the Visual Arts curriculum.
Displays
Classroom: Each teacher displays children’s art in their own rooms. This is updated regularly.

Outside classroom: Most rooms have their own space to display art outside their classrooms. 

Main corridors and hall: Teachers are encouraged to display artwork in the corridors and in the school hall.  Children’s artwork will be showcased to visitors who visit the school for various events e.g. Seachtain na Gaeilge concert, school masses etc. 
Community: Artwork from 2nd class is displayed in the church for the First Holy Communion. Artwork is also displayed for the Confirmation.

Competitions: Children’s artwork is regularly entered into competitions e.g. Credit Union Art Competition, Texaco Art Competition and Community Games Art Competition and may be on display in magazines/newspapers etc.

Exhibition: School may decide to hold an art exhibition to showcase the children’s work
Resources and ICT
Books in relation to the visual arts and art appreciation are available in the resource section of the staff room. Some materials are purchased individually by teachers. Other materials (paint, glue, blue-tac, drawing pins, art-paper, modelling clay) are bought in bulk and stored in the art room or shared out among teachers. Some materials, e.g. books of fabric samples, wallpaper samples are collected by teachers and pupils for artwork.
Each classroom has its own interactive whiteboard. CDs, DVDs and the internet are sometimes used to promote discussion and provide a stimulus to encourage children to participate in the Visual Arts lesson. Teachers may use any computer art programmes which they deem appropriate for their class. There are a number of great websites to help teachers plan for and teach the different skills in the visual arts curriculum e.g. Pinterest, Youtube (looking at the work of various artists and techniques), www.scoilnet.ie, www.enchantedlearning.com, www.crayola.com, www.abcteach.com
Health and Safety
School personnel are mindful of health and safety issues associated with the visual arts. Adequate and reasonable supervision of children engaging in art activities will be required by all staff members. Care will be taken when using glue, scissors, craft knives, clay and other materials. Art material used should be non-toxic and safe for children to work with. The children will be encouraged, particularly at infant level, to wear old clothing during practical classes to protect uniforms. The room will be well ventilated while art work is drying.

Individual Teachers’ Planning and Reporting 

( The whole school plan, teacher’s pack and the curriculum documents for visual arts provide information and guidance to individual teachers for their long and short-term planning. 

( Teachers plan by using both a strand and thematic approaches 

( The Cuntas Míosúil serves as a means of recording the strands covered on a monthly basis by each class teacher; and helps inform future planning by both individuals and the whole-school. They also serve as a means to monitor the visual arts plan.
Parental Involvement 

Parents are involved in supporting the visual arts plan through encouragement of their children, visiting school displays and by displaying works at home.

The visual arts plan is communicated to parents through board of management and inviting parents into displays.

Parents can support their child in fostering interest in the visual arts by encouraging children to participate in all related activities by displaying their work and by encouraging a genuine appreciation of artistic talent in the wider world.
Staff Development:

Teaching staff are made aware of art courses that are available during the school year and they are encouraged to attend. Skills, ideas and expertise are shared with fellow colleagues at staff meetings and informally. 

Community Links 

Links are forged with the local community and artists and craftspeople may be invited to visit classes. The visual arts programme is also linked with the study of local history, geography, traditions and folklore. The children’s attention is also drawn to interesting aspects of the local landscape and features e.g. Timahoe Round Tower
Scoil Mhuire Fatima has forged strong links with Laois Arts Office. We regularly participate in the Artists in residence Programme and the National Craft Ed Programme.
Teachers may dedicate lesson time based on internationally recognised artists and art artefacts. This may involve visits to galleries, museums, exhibitions, use of CD Rom, pictures, posters and/ or resource books.
Success Criteria
Our Visual Art Plan will have made a difference to the teaching and learning of art in Scoil Mhuire Fatima if:

· Teachers use the Art Plan Grid to prepare their long and short term planning

· There is evidence of artistic skills and knowledge development in pupils throughout school

· There is an increased interest in art throughout the school 

· Art is regularly displayed and changed throughout the school year in classes and around the school

· Art resources and equipment are being used throughout the school

· Informal assessment is carried out as outlined in this plan

· There is positive feedback from pupils, parents and teaching staff
Implementation
Roles and Responsibilities:

Each teacher is responsible for the implementation of the art programme in their class and the care and maintenance of equipment. The plan will be monitored by all members of staff under the guidance of the Principal & Board of Management.
Review
We as staff of Scoil Mhuire Fatima will aim to review this plan on a regular basis to ensure optimum implementation of the Visual Arts curriculum in the school.
Timeframe:

 This plan is currently being implemented.This policy will be reviewed when deemed necessary. 
Ratification and Communication

Ratification: 

This plan was presented to all staff by Visual Arts co-ordinator, Áine O’ Sullivan and was ratified on the________________ . 
The Board of Management ratified this plan on; ___________.
   Signed: __________________________     

              (Chairperson, Board of Management)

  Date: ____________________________
Communication: 

Parents may view or obtain a copy of our Visual Arts plan in the school office.
